Braley Statement on President Obama’'s Speech

Washington, DC - Rep. Bruce Braley (D-lowa) released the following statement tonight in
response to President Obama's speech on Afghanistan.

"In September, | sent a bipartisan letter to President Obama outlining many of my concerns
about the situation in Afghanistan and stating my strong belief that we should not commit
more troops to Afghanistan without a clearly defined exit strategy. As the lowa National Guard
prepares to deploy more than 3,000 soldiers to Afghanistan, we owe it to them and their
families to have a comprehensive strategy that addresses fundamental military, political and
economic challenges in Afghanistan and the surrounding region.

"l look forward to reading the specific details of the proposal laid out by President Obama in
order to work with my colleagues to determine the best way forward for the people of the
United States and Afghanistan."
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